Objective: The aim of this study was to investigate if the interaction between emotion and memory is bidirectional. Specifically we tested if intentional forgetting of words and faces would lead to their subsequent emotional devaluation. Method: In three experiments we combined an item-method directed forgetting paradigm with an emotional evaluation task. In addition, to test the general response bias hypothesis, we manipulated the forget instruction so that participants would associate a positive encoding affect with this condition. Results: We found that intentionally forgotten words and faces were subsequently emotionally devaluated as compared with the to-be-remembered words and faces. Furthermore, this effect was replicated for words when we associated a positive instruction with the forget condition, which supports that the devaluation was memory specific. Conclusion: These findings suggest that the Distractor Devaluation effect previously reported in the attention field can be generalized to memory. This is one the first studies to show an influence of memory processes, namely forgetting, on emotion.
Introduction
Emotional processing is the central evaluation mechanism of the human brain. At any given time, emotional processing conveys worthwhile information to identify whether an object is a threat or a benefit to our current and future goals (Cornelius, 1996; Ortony, Chlore, & Collins, 1988) . Thus the emotional system is able to guide goal-directed behaviour by implementing information about the affective value of objects in the environment. To accomplish this, there must be cooperation between the attentional and emotional systems. For instance, it has been shown that the processing of stimuli initially evaluated as threatening is prioritized by the orienting attentional system (Armony & Dolan, 2002; Vuilleumier & Schwartz, 2001) . Emotional processing also serves goal-directed behaviour by reinforcing the neural signal of task-relevant information and decreasing the signal of distracting information (Desimone, 1998) .
However, only recently it has been demonstrated that the interaction between emotion and attention is bidirectional, and that selective attention may influence emotional processing as well. Raymond, Fenske, and Tavassoli (2003) were the first to demonstrate this effect by combining a simple 2-item visual localization task with an emotional evaluation task. In the localization task, 2 abstract patterns depicting either squares or circles were briefly presented bilaterally to a central fixation cross, and participants were asked to identify the location (i.e., left or right) of the target pattern. In the evaluation task, participants were asked to evaluate for cheeriness or dreariness target and distractor patterns previously presented in the localization task. The results showed a robust effect of prior attention state on the subsequent evaluations of the stimuli. Specifically, stimuli that served as distractors in the localization task were later rated more negatively than the target patterns, and novel baseline patterns. This effect was termed the distractor devaluation effect (DD effect; Raymond et al., 2003) . In a later study, the authors proposed the devaluation-by-inhibition hypothesis to explain this phenomenon (Raymond, Fenske, & Westoby, 2005) . That is, they argued that when a target object is selected, competing distractors are actively inhibited to reduce interference with the task-relevant response. 
